
 
 

Hipparcos, the parallax drifter 
Orrery I 
for piano  
 

Extremely distant. 

Sustain pedal held throughout. Dynamics always painfully soft: at the edge of escapement, we may not sound. 

Duration is approximately sixteen minutes. 

A sparse recording of sustained piano strings accompanies the performance, played back on a phone placed inside the piano and hidden from 
the audience. The recorded sounds should appear to come from the piano itself, perhaps summoned by you. 

You do not need to synchronise with the recording, let it run freely beneath your playing. The playback volume should be quiet, never louder 
than your playing. 

The recording is available at oliverthurley.co.uk/works/hipparcos-tape.mp3 
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