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Escapement

for ten instruments Duration: approx. 11’

Inspired by J.G. Ballard’s 1956 short story of the same name, the protagonist finds himself stuck in a temporal loop: monoto-
nously reliving the same short period of time.

Written for the LS-Two ensemble, University of Leeds.

Extremely quiet.

Instrumentation Seating Arrangement

Flute (doubling Bass Flute)
Bass Clarinet in Bb

Perc. 1 Hp. Perc. 2

Trombone

Brass require straight mutes
Euphonium ' B.CL Thn.

FL Euph.
Percussion 1:  Crotales, Timpani, Bass Drum. Ve.
. ) ) ) Vin. 1 Vin. 2
Percussion 2:  Vibraphone, Timpani, Bass Drum, Tam-tam.
Harp
Violin 1
- . ) Audience

Violin 2 Strings require heavy mutes
Violoncello

Apperatus and preparations

Percussion

Both percussionists require: soft felt/yarn mallets for timpani and metallophones; soft bass drum mallets; and a bow.
Additionally, percussionist 2 requires a ‘superball’ mallet and a chopstick.

Each percussionist requires three timani. Inital tunings as follows:
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Harp
Harpist requires a medium paint brush (bristles cut down to = 3.5¢m), and an electromagnetic resonator (EBow, or other).

The following 6 strings should also be prepared with bunches of rosined nylon thread:

_ el
r

o—

>

Tune low C1 and D1 to C1},.

Violin 1

Violin 1 requires a medium paint brush (bristles cut down to = 3.5cm).




Perfomance Notes

General Notation

Sustain bar
A thick bar continuing from a note head signals that the tone will sustain for a number of bars.
The line joins the first and last note (not inclusive) values of a sustained sonority.

Transitional state

\

A solid arrow is used to denote slow, even transition between performance states. (i.e. pitch to
breath tone; mouthpiece rotation, normal to harmonic finger pressure)

Control pressure
Pressure exerted by the performer (breath for wind and brass; left-hand finger pressure for strings).

Normal pressure

=~

Half pressure (in strings, this ‘deadens’ the string)

]

Minimum pressure (in strings, this equates to harmonic finger-pressure)

Flute

Mouthpiece rotation
S —U— ¢ Rotation of the mouthpiece from the player’s standard embouchure.
The instrument rotates from 45° inwards, fowards the player to 45° outwards, away from the player.

Harp

All notes should be permitted to ring out for their natural duration unless the sounding note must be interrupted for tuning (that is,
no other enharmonic tuning is possible). In which case, dampen the string as subtly as possible.

Thread bowing
Using both hands, these threads are drawn across the strings in lateral motion, bowing the string to create a drone. The motion should
be smooth and even, but harmonic partials are encouraged to appear and shift.

Electromagnetic sustain
Using the left hand, place the sustainer (i.e. EBow) just beside the string, taking care not to let it touch. It is often helpful to use Lh.
fingers to balance on the adjacent strings; this affords stability throughout the drone and avoids knocking the strings.

Paintbrush tremolo
Using a paintbrush, quickly tremolo across the strings. The sound should loosely resemble a bisbigliando, however with added interfer-
ence from the paintbrush’s bristles.

Strings

Bow velocity

The length of a bracket indicates the duration and relative velocity of a single bow stroke. This is
| likely to cause the tone to become unstable and break up, and is expected. The bow’s direction

is given at the start of each bracket with the standard symbol. Bow strokes without a bracket are

assumed slow, even and ad libitum.

Voorm

Bow position
A solid arrow is used to denote slow, even transition between bow positions.

Molto sul tast. is taken to be close to the player’s left hand. Molfto sul pont. is taken as over
the bridge. Note that the term ord. is used only in reference to bow position. Pizzicato and other

sul pont. » ord.

techniques are cancelled with arco.

Oliver Thurley, January 2014
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Flute D=380
Bass Flute Extremely quiet.
No vibrato.

Escapement

No sense of pulse or ictus. Oliver Thurley
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Bass Clarinet in B,

Escapement

D =80

Extremely quiet. .

No vibrato. Oliver Thurley
No sense of pulse or ictus.
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Trombone

M= 50 Escapement
Extremely quiet.
No vibrato. :
No sense of pulse or ictus. Oliver Thurley
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Euphonium
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Extremely quiet.
No vibrato.
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No sense of pulse or ictus. Oliver Thurley
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Crotales
Timpani
Percussion 1
Bass Drum

D =180

Extremely quiet.

No vibrato.
m No sense of pulse or ictus.

Escapement

Oliver Thurley
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Vibraphone J— g0 Escapement

Bass Drum .
: . Extremely quiet.
Tlmpanl No vibrato. Oliver Thurley
Tam-tam No sense of pulse or ictus.
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D=180
Violin 1 Extremely quiet.

Escapement

No vibrato.
No sense of pulse or ictus. ]
Oliver Thurley
| sul pont.
. » ord. . -
su ,_l-II)ont ord ,sul tast n
_9 con sord. \ \/ I_‘_Q
y 4 e P S S Y I FAVNEY P
[ fan) / = =0 =D PN AY 7 PN
D ~— e yn) <
ry) "
O——_ ppp_—_———0 o<ppp —ppppp———— _ ppp
» sul tast. » molto sul tast. D -
11 I molto sul pont. —
)| 3 £ o
7 ~ \
y 4 ¥ =
(s & I
ANSY < I
[y g
PP == PPPPP ——  _——pppprrr ——— pppp>0 prr —
|
22 » ord. jeté, ad lib. arco
‘% o P—
X | L N\
7 J I 7 J 1 I Y 2 2\ &) ) 7 J
[ fan I I P —— & 1 | 0 P S N &
;)y i i —" e 3 ¢ ¢ ¢
EE= —4
I ————) pPY _ — ppp
slowly wipe brush up length L )
of string and back down jete, ad lib.
31 take paintbrush via sord. senza sord. |/~
_9 —3— i} ||
y A B 2 y D o < - - - : -
(S ¢ ¢/ Py
Y= D E - - S
[ geo _® g:; L ~_
R — prrpy pprp
norm. _yp harm.
40 o pressure  pressure sul pont.
_9 3o o b In
7 N1 a
7 Y 2 - | | Y
(o> 7o o . &
p——
O T
=
——pp prprY o=—— pprp e e —
fp con sord. 3 ord. 2
y i I | y D | y
[ M anY I Il PN I PN
ANSY o < < o,
o I L\
-
= o———rppp —
61 [
e VY
_9 v R - -
N Do P )
y 4\ - U [ y -
[ fan 3 3 7 Py
ANSY4 <
Q) v
o—_ oO—_ ppp—— ——— pppry

ppp



5 =175

sul pont. » ord. sul tast. —————— sul pont. sul pont. »
o B T o -
= ) £ &3
J W= C & v
g kS e S 0 . - y t

[ Fan / = = = 1L PN

NV — T~ 77 77 <

[Y) n

O———_ ppp_—_——0 O<ppp ppPPP——— _ PPP o —— ppp—

jeté, ad lib.

slowly wipe brush up length
of string and back down ord.

76 —

g —— _%: 2 ’ 2 senza SOrd.‘J' 1 ‘ I I_k3|_|
(5 ! . . H—= PO o o &
Dj |

molto sul tast. take paintbrush via sord.

2 . ~—
e’ ’ S~ .
——— ppPP="° prry prp a4
86 . —> [I sul pont. con sord.
_9 #o. In 2
A - 7 ) I T
[ Fan) PN I 1
ANSY <
ry) T —_
X2 .
- > o——_ ppp — _ I —)
96 ord. I
) ! e
- A Pl V) e V" 5:
y 4 Y X3 y 2 - LS y 2
P 3 3 7 P Q
< [, < (o]
N —
L -3 |
prrpy o—— ppp o—" o—— ppp—= ——ppry
D=7
sul pont. » ord. sul tast. ———» sul pont. ord.
103 = ry m
. \ i
y 4 - T 3 S S Y 2
[ fan 7 p= =D = oy P
~V N— T~ o oD <
ry) "
O———— ppp o< ppp pPPPPP————_ PPP o— ———
———» molto sul tast. »=70 sul pont. » ord. sul tast. » sul pont.
113 \E [ [ V
_9 IS'Q_:\ 'g_: N
AN S — = ]
y 4 - g 3 e e
[ fan / ~ =D =D 1L
=~ ~ e 7 oK
ry) "
pry — < ppprp O——— ppp_—_—_————0 O<_ppp PpPPPPP————— _ PPP
sul pont. » molto sul tast.
122 'm
_9 O O
Cicd ~ [) ]
y 4 y 2 i A
[ an P y /
SP—= L 3
[y
O———_ pppry Py ___———— —_—
=65 sul pont
127 g
0 \
()] )
g\ A - % [ J I~ D -
[ fan Y/ 7 p= =D
ANSV AL S —r
[Y)

¢} pyp _———0



D=80

E men
Violin 2  Extremely quiet. Scap ¢ ¢ t
No vibrato.
No sense of pulse or ictus. )
Oliver Thurley
sul pont. » ord.
sul tast
_9 con solrd. m —3— 2
Y 4 2 I I i ! |
[ fan > 7 | i S S 1 o S
ANSY4 F et s p=D =D = > =D
Ao %qu;% R S N | 2z
h—o' T O T O _T T T - Eod
o —————— ppp—— < T ppppp—— < > pprry

[
ord. \

~
~

_9 —34 ord.
(& = = . S— & e —
D4 — € — - , — — 1
[Y) — Y _& [« _ \_q;s G Yl

O——"_ppp pPPPP)———  pppp — O —

20 Ll

% —> molto sul pont. sul tast. | | | — 30_1“‘1- l9\4 —

) NCE X - - bz p— , i ' ' 7 3 y I WA X - f
[ an WA P P i — - v Damp1o, P e 7 7 117 1
Y ¢ i i € v : & ¢ ¢ 1 bl
o | [ [ ' L e
—— vpprr ppppp<<_ ppp 2 ———— = ppp —— o—
28 sul tast.
_9 [m [ \
(o z r | | |
Dy € : S e O
Q) {}/ [ K F_s_ '6"
= PrPY — _ — —  pppry I —
flautando
. molto sul pont. ———— molto sul tast.
37 via sord. o /\o
_9 ord. 2 senza sord. 2 b._ I 2_/\_ g &53 pe—
y 4 y X3 N " I T ¥ & & = & 11 T & < 2 =
'\fy\'\ g\ . IR) I I 1 g\ / ) g\ I 1 :\ / /
D) q"LJ L— 35— L5
pam— << ppP <ppp <<ppp e
d.

47 Ccon Sor:

4 2 ord. . _ > I:l 4
y o | —¥ - N ¢ f f 7 ] I ]

oy ] LA A i i P 1 |

Y - o =
[Y) d TN~N~—T~————— ~——
ppppy ——ppp_— — ppp

58 ord. sul tast 2

% Y 2 b # > £ — y 2 I I
o - TF i e /A -

) va o fo I
—ppp Oo———— pprr O—— O———ppp
D=75

65 sul pont. » ord.

_9 m | —3— 2
. = =" — — = | :
D] it = 5{ =k Zh

- ~— O _T~ T

v
PP —— PP ——— << > pPPPP




72l tast sul pont.
% ord. m
72 <
[ fan MRS S PN 7# " S
SP—> = THe = o) I p= = D S
= N1 — P P o DB —T—
~——— _ S
< > pprrrp o———ppp PP ———— = ppPPP—PPPP— «——
flautando
molto sul pont. ——— molto sul tast.
82 > sul tast. ord via sord senza sord o o 9 : o d
5 - . . . ) —0—7 liss. ord.
-9 I S 1 S
[an ) & = ¢ oot |t !  E— — - - "
;)y —~ ¢ Y ¢ IY 3y € ¢ —— L ——
=N A"
@ fe_ LT g— o B—— O
—_— e < ppp <<ppp prpy
= ppppp — ppp
con sord.
90 3 ord_, sul tast.
_9 | ﬁ-
o = — e —
[P0 < = N ) i — T —
Y) T ~—~———— ~ Ve |
—ppp_—— —  pppr < ppp pPPP O—— o=
D=7
100 sul pont. > ord.
_9 2 M —3—
=5 = T ;
o= — ¢ | — = I !
D—=r—=¢€ N 8 # : | == =
o 7 "3 —>§l = <
—prry O~ O _T _ O _T~_____0T-
pppp——— PP ——— << = ——— PppPRPRY
I_Oég 2 sul tast. ord. —3
o — = :\ : D e
NS, = e be = o —e"
() S~———" ~ |
T — O
=— = ppprrr O prpy O<—_pppP
D=170
1 . » ord.
115 \E Tu pont ord 2 sul tast.
2 S
[ an} = p — ] S i H— S
\QJ), e _% Ay & A ——
T~ O _CO_& _T~_____0T T~
pppp—— PPV ——— << —— ppPRoy << = pprry
D=65
124 sul pont.
_9 ord. —37 ] —3—
¢ o < 2 - I f -
[ Y-S 77 # y / 7 L i
P p= +® L 3 N
S S e — e 2z %:qfﬂ
h_." T — Y N N

O—————"" pprr prPY

O—— pppp_—°



D =80

Escapement
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